As the first two of Professor Graham Johnston's graduate students, we are delighted to be guest editors of this special issue of Neurochemical Research honouring his distinguished career. Graham was a member of the Editorial Board of Neurochemical Research (1978 Research ( -1987 , the first Australian to be a member of the Council of the International Society for Neurochemistry (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) (1981) and the founding President of the Asian Pacific Society for Neurochemistry (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1965) (1966) (1967) (1968) (1969) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) with David Curtis (later FRS) in the Department of Physiology made famous by the Nobel Prize Winner, Sir John Eccles. Indeed, it remains one of his favourite expressions that all his students were duly entitled to be considered as descended from the ''Ecclesiastical'' line-this witticism appropriately illustrates his sharp, and at times wry sense of humour, often not appreciated by the unsuspecting. By the time he undertook study leave (1970) (1971) at the University of Cambridge with Les Iversen (later FRS) his career had undergone a meteoric rise with the description of strychnine and bicuculline as glycine and GABA antagonists, respectively. We both remember well Graham's return from working with Iversen, excited about transporters for amino acid transmitters, ordering a McIlwain Tissue Chopper and launching projects in this area. Neurochemical work of this type, in concert with medicinal chemistry, continued with great success at the University of Sydney where he was appointed to the Chair of Pharmacology (1980-present) and established the Adrien Albert Laboratory of Medicinal Chemistry (1990).
Graham's contributions to neurochemistry are very broad and focus mainly on aspects of the biology of receptors and transporters for GABA, glycine and L-glutamate. We should not forget that many of these seminal advances pre-dated the cloning, sequencing and structure determination of these diverse proteins. Three publications [1] [2] [3] are listed in the Science Citation index as Citation Classics. Of special note are many publications defining the neurochemistry and pharmacology of GABA receptors, which he defined as ''simple as A, B, C'' [4] . Many early studies addressed the properties of steroid, barbiturate and benzodiazepine sites of the GABA A receptor, for which he demonstrated some of the early links to stress [5] . We cannot but speculate whether Graham's continued interest in the actions of therapeutically beneficial, dietary flavonoids at the GABA A receptor is fuelled by a love of fine food and wine [6, 7] . More recently his work has led to the definition of the GABA C receptor [8] , which appears to represent a therapeutic target for myopia and in enhancing cognition and in managing memory-related disorders [9] . Other early studies showed the way towards defining the multiple subtypes of ionotropic receptors for L-glutamate [10, 11] . For Graham, neurochemistry always went hand-in-hand with medicinal chemistry, and the synthesis and pharmacological evaluation of new ligands. Indeed, many compounds used routinely in amino acid pharmacology were introduced and/or synthesised by Graham and his collaborators: muscimol, bicuculline, nipecotic acid, 2-hydroxy-saclofen, [ 3 H]D-aspartate, threo-3-hydroxyaspartate, 4-methylglutamate and cis-4-aminocrotonic acid. Structure-activity relationships and medicinal chemistry have been continuing passions, with current efforts directed at new chemical entities for the management of anxiety, epilepsy and memory disorders.
Along with major scientific milestones, there have been receipts of prestigious lectureships at international and national scientific congresses, and other recognition of diverse achievements including medals. Graham has served many learned Societies with great distinction across various disciplines (neuroscience, pharmacology and chemistry). He is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering (1993) and the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry (2002), and received a Doctor Pharmaciae honoris causa (University of Copenhagen, 2007). His award of Membership, Order of Australia (1998), noted services to bio-organic chemistry and pharmacology, and to scientific organisations and to science policy development (as President of the Federation of Australian Scientific and Technological Societies). A highlight of his long record of service to the Australian public is his membership of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal of the Commonwealth of Australia since 1991. Those who know Graham well are aware of his role as a vocal advocate and a voice for reason in many arenas, be they academic, biomedical or science policy. His determination, doggedness and commitment to many causes, ideas and viewpoints, especially those of a more unpopular nature, are well remembered by many of us. Graham has had a continuing passion for good science and for life throughout his distinguished career. His passions outside science include, travel, good food and wine, tennis and skiing, all enjoyed with his wonderful wife, Helen.
